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Standards of Ethics 
We must preserve and enhance the reputation upon which the IDS values. 
Our reputation demands that we conduct our organisations activities and 
practices ethically, legally, with total transparency and our conduct always 
reflects the values and principles in sport. 

This Code of Conduct and Standards of Ethics “referred to as the CODE” 
has been developed to provide the standards for conduct and ethics for 
adjudicators. It is formed as part of the Operating Policy of the IDS Board in 
recognition of the fundamental and overriding responsibility of all 
adjudicators to maintain integrity, competence and effectiveness of judging 
panels as a whole. 

The rules and standards set out in the CODE are intended to ensure 
adjudicators can establish appropriate standards of conduct in order that 
they have the confidence of their peers, the athletes they are judging, the 
IDS and IDS member federations utilising their services, other sports 
administration bodies, and the sports media and general public. 

It must be acknowledged and understood that the CODE cannot anticipate 
all possible scenarios in which adjudicators may be called upon to exercise 
judgement. In all cases, it remains the ultimate responsibility of each 
individual adjudicator to consider the intent as well as the letter of the 
standards, which have been set, to conduct herself /himself in an ethical 
and professional manner, to ensure all athletes are judged on their merits 
free from any bias or coercion. 

Adherence to the standards outlined in the CODE is essential to IDS´s and 
its member’s future. All adjudicators must read and digest the contents of 
this document so they are aware and understand the contents of this 
Operating Policy. IDS expects every adjudicator to take personal 
responsibility for complying with the CODE and acting in a manner 
consistent with IDS and other sporting and sport organisations values and 
principles.  

1. INTRODUCTION
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The CODE applies to all adjudicators and Chairperson (hereinafter referred 
to collectively as “adjudicators”) licensed by the IDS. 

The CODE may be changed, updated and amended under the IDS and this is 
outlined in the IDS Document Control Policy.  

A Conflict of Interest refers to any interest, relationship, association or 
activity that is incompatible with an adjudicator’s obligations to ensure that 
all athletes are judged on their merits, free from any bias or coercion. 

Conflicts of Interest arise in particular when the personal interests of an 
adjudicator, influences that adjudicator’s judgement or ability to act in the 
best interest of the IDS, which is the same as the best interest of the 
athletes.  

An adjudicator must adhere to the rules set out in this CODE, and shall 
retire from the panel where any potential Conflict of Interest arises. If an 
adjudicator is uncertain if a situation constitutes a Conflict of Interest, the 
adjudicator is responsible to request the view and opinion of the 
Chairperson of that competition who shall note it in the Chairperson’s 
report, to the IDS Sports Director and the Board of the IDS. 

3.1 Adjudicator Licenses are issued by the IDS after an initial adjudicator 
course. 

3.2 The validation of the Adjudicator license is two years. 

2. CONFLICT OF INTEREST
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3.3 To revalidate an Adjudicator License, in the passed term the 
adjudicator must have judged an event at least 6 times and follow a 
refresher course. 

3.4 In case an Adjudicator is not able to commit to the terms for 
revalidation, a complete new initial adjudicator course has to be followed. 

3.5 The adjudicator is to carry the Adjudicator License to all events for 
central logging into the IDS database. 

4.1 If the adjudicator knows or believes that his/her physical or mental 
condition does not allow him/her to perform the job properly without any 
limitations, they should withdraw immediately from the judging panel. 

4.2 The adjudicator must retire from the panel, where any athlete 
competing in any event is a member of his/her immediate and extended 
family, including de facto relationships, or where s/he has a personal 
relationship to any athlete in the competition which can lead to a biased or 
influenced decision making it inappropriate for him/her to serve as an 
adjudicator. 

 *As an example “immediate and extended family” include anyone to whom the 
adjudicator is related by blood or marriage, to the degree of first cousin or closer, this 
also includes any relationship ties that have been formed under adoption order, or with 
whom the adjudicator lives or cohabits. 

4.3 An adjudicator who has a personal relationship with an active athlete 
cannot at any time be accompanied by this athlete in any official area 
during an IDS event where he or she is acting as an adjudicator. 

4.4 This extends and includes the hotel accommodation, VIP areas, 
restaurants and official facilities. Once the athlete retires from active and 
current competition, rule 4.4  and 4.5 will no longer be applicable. 

4. RULES FOR ADJUDICATORS
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4.5 An adjudicator shall not judge any event, and shall retire from any 
panel, where any person acting also as adjudicator is a member of his/her 
immediate and extended family, including de facto relationships, or where 
she/he has a personal relationship with any adjudicator in the competition 
which could make it inappropriate for him/her to act as such. 

4.6 An adjudicator shall not accept money, awards, articles or things of 
substantial material value, or favours or promises of any future 
consideration, whether as gift or as payment for services, from any athlete 
or organiser, or from any other third party, who may be or may have been 
affected directly or indirectly by the adjudicator’s decision. 

4.7 An adjudicator shall not make any false representation in respect of 
his/her experience or qualifications. 

4.8 Once an adjudicator is contracted to judge at a particular event he/
she can only act as an adjudicator during that whole event.  

4.9 An adjudicator shall not coach, teach, or give any advice to any 
participating athlete(s) during an event at which the adjudicator is judging. 

4.10 Any individual who is not a member of the judging panel for an event, 
shall not discuss with any adjudicator who is a member of the judging panel 
for that event the merits of the performance of an athlete in that event or 
any previous performances or results, before the completion of the event. 

4.11 An adjudicator shall not seek, by any means, to improperly influence, 
or to intimidate, another adjudicator. 

4.12 An adjudicator shall not seek to influence the outcome of a 
competition other than by marking all athletes in the competition on their 
merits. 

4.13 An adjudicator cannot discuss the performance content of an athlete’s 
performance with the competitor before the end of the event in which the 
adjudicator is judging. 

4.14 An adjudicator shall not falsely claim to officially represent IDS in any 
capacity. 
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4.15 An adjudicator when appointed to judge an IDS event has to judge 
strictly according to IDS rules and policies. 

4.16 An adjudicator shall not engage in any conduct that is intended to 
gain an advantage for any competitor. 

4.17 If an adjudicator converses with fellow adjudicators, spectators, 
athletes or coaches during an event, the adjudicator may not discuss the 
performance of any athlete(s) the adjudicator is judging or any of their 
previous performances or results, until after the end of the event. 

4.18 An adjudicator may not use mobile telephones or portable digital-
information devices of any kind on or near to the competition floor during 
judging, and on any questions arising from this policy the Chairman’s 
decision shall be final. 

4.19 IDS Adjudicators who are present at an event without being an official 
judge at the competition itself are subject to the Rules for Adjudicators as 
well. 

Adjudicators shall comply with the following rules of conduct so as to 
uphold the highest standards of behaviour: 

5.1 An adjudicator’s behaviour both on and off the dance floor must be 
consistent with the principles of good sportsmanship. An adjudicator must 
not behave in a questionable or unseemly manner in public or at any 
DanceSport related function or occasion where members of the public 
(including athletes, spectators and the media) are present in any capacity. 

5.2 An adjudicator must be consistent, objective and neutral in his/her 
decisions. Biased judging undermines the whole basis of competition. 

5.3 An adjudicator must not publicly question his/her fellow adjudicators’ 
judgement, honesty or good faith. 

5. GENERAL BEHAVIOUR OF ADJUDICATORS
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5.4 Where an adjudicator is permitted by this CODE to judge the athletes 
she/he coaches or has coached in the past, the adjudicator should not allow 
this relationship to influence his/her judgement.(3.2) 

5.5 Where judging responsibilities have been assigned to an adjudicator 
for a competition, regardless of the status of that competition, the 
adjudicator shall not consume any alcoholic beverage or recreational drugs 
before and during any period of the event, until the end of the event. 

5.6 An adjudicator must maintain and develop his/her judging skills by 
keeping himself/herself informed on developments in technique and style, 
and any changes in IDS rules and policies on judging. 

5.7 Adjudicators who are present at an event, without being an official 
judge of the competition itself, are subject to General Behaviour of 
Adjudicators and any instruction of the Chairperson as well. 

5.8 An adjudicator shall not otherwise act in any way that may bring the 
image of IDS or Dance Sport into disrepute. 

5.9  Adjudicators that are being suppressed by third parties to alter their 
judgement in favour of other athlete(s) are to report this immediately to 
the Chairman of the Adjudicators and to the Supervisor of the event.  

5.10 Adjudicators who allow themselves to be suppressed by third parties 
to alter their judgement in favour of other athlete(s) will face an 
Arbitration Court related to MatchFixing and will risk being publicly and 
dishonourably dismissed from the IDS. 

It is a requirement of the adjudicator’s licence that any adjudicator 
engaged to judge at a competition shall adhered, implement and ensure 
the following at all times. 

6.  CONTRACTUAL REQUIREMENTS
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6.1 Arrive on time at the venue in good and reasonable physical and 
mental condition. 

6.2 Report his/her presence to the organiser and Chair of Adjudicators as 
soon as possible. 

6.3 The adjudicator should present his license to the Chairman for logging 
into the central database of the IDS 

6.4 Understand and review the timetable of the competitions. 

6.5 Be available to perform the duties of an IDS adjudicator as scheduled 
and working to any scheduled breaks, or implemented rotations. 

6.6 Behave in such a way during the competition as to preserve the good 
reputation of DanceSport and the IDS. (This extends to IDS Partners and 
Affiliated, Associated Members) 

During the running of a competition, the adjudicators on the judging 
panel shall: 

6.7 Stand apart from one another and at such locations that they do not 
interfere with the athletes. 

6.8  Move to whatever position they require in order to see a/all required 
athlete(s). 

6.9 Judge independently and not compare notes with the other 
adjudicators. 

6.10 Mark and sign their paper score cards in ink, including their code 
letter, and initial each and every alteration the adjudicator makes to the 
score card/sheet. *This applies to non-electronic scoring such as Tablets/
Ipad Systems also used by IDS and its affiliated or associated partners. 

6.11 Not make any attempt to become familiar with names, numbers and 
nationalities of the athletes by using the official programme and with any 
intermediate results or marks of other fellow adjudicators of the 
competition before the end of the competition 
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6.12 Must follow any instruction given by the Chairperson Or Event 
Organiser that fall within all IDS rules and code of conduct. 

6.13 Concentrate on judging only and not have any communication with 
the audience, fellow adjudicators or athletes and not do anything that 
might distract him/her, including by the use of any electronic device or 
camera. 

When you agree to Judge at any IDS, IDS Associated/Affiliated Event you 
must ensure you are sent an official Agreement that will outline your times 
and fees and terms and conditions. 

Ensure that if you are required to stay overnight that the promoter is 
following the rules of the promoter and their obligations to you as a judge. 

If you feel this is not being followed, you must inform the IDS immediately. 

7.  ENGAGEMENTS
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